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  First State Community Action Agency 

Strong Community Initiative (SCI)  

Thursday, January 25, 2018 

 

Attendees:  Michelle Johnson, Isaac Upshur, Mallory Stratton, Evelyn Wilson, Margaret Wilkins, 

Rev. Fred Hopkins, Debbie Campbell, Maria Lipscomb, Lee Lipscomb, Ramona Pickett, Diane 

Sanders, Blanca Sandoval, Abigail Jones, Jean Holloway, Clarence Patterson, Malinda Hudson, 

Patricia Clear, Stephanie Cantres, Tiffany Miller, Brian Hall, Tina Showalter, Diaz Bonville, 

Victoria Hoffman, Dupree Johnson, Dewayne Philips, Guillermo Montalvo, Don Peterson, Cpl/2 

Juanita, Huey-Smith, Cpl. Michael Trestka, Sonya Sedegui, Donna Grygo, Megan Richter, Hasan 

Abaci, Natasha Thorpe, Penni Enama, Roxy Clarke, Destiny Thompson, Travis Nock, Malinda 

West, Amri Jones, Katlyn Daye, Katrina Robinson, Cindy Ballimore, Camelia Viera, Jennifer 

Bartsch, Ashley Weaver, Cassidy Elliott, and Willie Lembra Reynolds,   

 

Michelle Johnson opened the meeting with a welcome followed with a prayer by Isaac Upshur.  

There was a silent reading of the minutes. There were no corrections or changes to minutes. Evelyn 

Wilson made the motion to accept the minutes and Mary Johnson seconded the motion.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

COMMUNITIES  

 

COOL SPRING 

 

Isaac Upshur reported the following: 

 

 He is still working behind the scenes assisting the community board members. The 

community contract to hold meeting in the Telamon building has expired.  Mrs. Bernice 

Edwards negotiated with Telamon for the civic association’s continued use of the building.   

 Families in the community received Thanksgiving boxes from the Church of God in 

Dagsboro, DE. 

 Community meetings will resume after the holidays. 

 Mr. Upshur facilitated two presentations at two local churches on prostate screenings.   The 

presentations were to educate men on the importance in taking care of themselves and 

getting yearly screenings at age of 40 and older.   

 

DELMARVA CAMPGROUND 

 

Maria Lipscomb reported the following: 

 

 Community has trash issues. 

 Traffic in the community is halting less negative activity. 

 Community will be hosting their meetings at Laurel Junction  
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DIAMOND ACRES 

 

Margaret Wilkins reported the following: 

 

 November 30, 2018- Community attended Neighborhood Watch & Personal Safety 

workshop at First State with Delaware State Police.  

 December 14, 2018 - Mr. & Mrs. Cephas attended Community Leadership 

Quarterly meeting and workshop training on Community Board Governance, by 

Mrs. Evelyn Wilson.    

 January 22, 2018 - Diamond Acres Community meeting and Public Hearing for 

streetlight district.  Ms. Patti Deptula, Sussex County Engineer’s Department came 

to meeting to discuss procedures the group.    

 Representative Richard Collins attended the meeting to assist residents with 

drainage issues and to  discuss the  Century 21 funds for project. 

 In need of greater police presence in the community.  

 

Next community meeting will be held on Monday, February 26, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. at the Bible 

Christ Church, Dagsboro, DE.   

 

COVERDALE 

 

Diane Sanders reported out for community members the following:   

 

 Community hosts their meeting the 1st Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. 

 As of this date there are still no candidates for “President.”  Ms. Diane Sanders is the Acting 

President until position is filled. 

 January 8, 2018, mobile pantry was located on Nat Turner Street.  

 

MT JOY 

 

Reverend Fred Hopkins reported the following: 

 

 Street light district has passed and lights will be in community soon. 

 The residents are thankful to the Sussex Housing Group for being chosen to receive 

assistance throughout the community for a full year.  There has had homes rehabbed that 

desperately needed it. During the next couple of meetings there will be personal board 

trainings and representatives from the Money School to help with financial training.   

 

Next community meeting Monday, February 26, 2018 at St. John 2nd Baptist Church @ 5:30 p.m. 

in Millsboro, DE.  
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PARTNERSHIPS 

 

HOUSING ALLIANCE DELAWARE 

 

Sonya Sedegui reported the following: 

 

Housing Alliance Delaware is a statewide nonprofit with offices in Wilmington and Dover. The 

Housing Alliance was created in 2017 by the merger of two longstanding Delaware nonprofit 

agencies, the Delaware Housing Coalition and the Homeless Planning Council. Through the 

recognition that affordable housing and homelessness are unmistakably linked issues. Housing 

Alliance Delaware works with partners throughout the state to address the affordable housing 

needs in our communities and solve the crisis of homelessness. 

 

Housing Alliance Delaware operates four primary programs: Advocacy, Community 

Development, Centralized Intake, and the Delaware Continuum of Care. Their  Advocacy program 

raises the profiles of the issues of housing affordability and homelessness in the communities, and 

advocates for solutions at the local and state levels. The Community Development program 

supports and assists local groups throughout Delaware working to improve their communities. The  

Centralized Intake program coordinates access to emergency shelter and housing resources for 

people experiencing homelessness throughout the state. 

 

SUSSEX COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

Guillermo Montalvo Merino reported the following: 

 

Sussex County Community Development & Housing had just submitted the grant application for 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) or the rural communities. The communities 

applied for were Cedar Creek, Concord, Greentop, Rural Selbyville, West Clarksville, & West 

Rehoboth. The Complete Grant Application is due March 1, 2018.  

 

HIGHMARK 

 

Dewayne Philips reported the following: 

 

He no longer work for Unitedhealth Care.  Mr. Phillips has transitioned over to Highmark Health 

Options as the Community Affairs/Member Advocate.   Please contact him if you would like to 

invite Highmark Health Options to your community events.  Mr. Philips introduced other 

representatives to the group Ms. Katrina Robinson and Ms. Willie Reynolds.  Mr. Phillips new 

contact information is 302-217-7918, email: dphillips@highmarkhealthoptions.com. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dphillips@highmarkhealthoptions.com
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NAMI 

 

Blanca Sandoval reported the following: 

Hope For Recovery Saturday, March 24, 2018 from 8:30 am - 3:30 pm at Mariner's Bethel 

Church in Ocean View.  A one-day (free) education workshop for those who have a loved 

one with a mental illness.  

 

Family-To-Family: Sessions are Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. -8:30 p.m. beginning Feb. 7, 

2018 and ending on April 25, 2018 at the ACE Center in Georgetown.  A (free) 12-week 

session education program for those who have a loved one with a mental illness  

 

NAMI Discover: First Thursday of every month from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm Easter Seals 

22317 Dupont Blvd Georgetown, DE 19947.  Once a month social and educational peer 

social gathering for those who are living with a mental illness. 

 

NAMI Walk: Saturday, May 5, 2018 Glasgow Park Newark, Delaware (Donations) 

 

SOUTHERN ALLIANCE RACIAL JUSTICE  

 

Don Peterson reported the following: 

 

SDARJ is a non-partisan, 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization.  The purpose of SDARJ is to educate, 

inform and advocate for racial justice, equality, and fair opportunity. SDARJ is a consortium of 

citizens committed to civil, racial and political reform. 

 

The head of Delaware’s prisons says 30% of prisoners have mental illness, and about 15% are 

considered seriously mentally ill. However, for the most part, the Department of Corrections 

Commissioner Perry Phelps said “People in jail deserve to be there.” Mr. Phelps also said that, “51 

% of the prison population are violent offenders compared with 10 % who are in for drug charges”. 

 

The Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice (SDARJ) affirms its rejection of racism, anti-

Semitism and discrimination.  They strongly reject the destructive value systems of white 

supremacists, neo-Nazis, alt-right and other groups because they lack respect for human equality. 

The criminal behavior of these hate groups violates not only the rights of all people, but also denies 

and acts against the core principles of our democracy. 

 

KENT SUSSEX COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

Ramona Pickett reported the following: 

 

She is available for testing and prevention consultation to groups or individuals.  She has the ability 

to test in the van and can be reached at 302-222-5131. They also test onsite at Kent Sussex 

Community Services, 20728 Dupont Blvd #313, Georgetown, DE 19947. 
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JUST A HAND UP 

 

Evelyn Wilson reported the following: 

 

Picked up food for the food pantry on November 16th, 17th & January 25th.  Provided groceries 

for 10 families.  Assisted 2 clients with acquiring dental assistance benefits; provided heater 

resource information for 3 clients. Mrs. Wilson provided resources for 2 families with frozen water 

pipes and 1 received resources to have a handicap assessable shower installed.  

 

Assisted 1 client with a deed search, need to get home repairs. 

 

Referred a client to First State for housing counseling. 

 

For Thanksgiving, JAHU received (20) food basket from (Food for Thousands) provided by the  

Dagsboro Church of God; 15 boxes were distributed to shut-ins in Coverdale Crossroads.  There 

were referrals from First State Community Action Agency for (5) food boxes. In honor of the Saez 

Family, (100) grilled chicken dinners with bottle water were picked up and distributed to the 

residents in the Coverdale Crossroads community.  The youth that participated in the community  

garden presentation received turkeys for Thanksgiving. 

 

For Christmas, Just a Hand Up Community Navigation received $500 from the Bless Our Children 

Campaign; provided toys and clothing for (12) youths.   There were four additional  sponsors for 

Christmas, First State Community Action Agency, (family of (5), toys, clothing), Del-One Credit 

Union (family of (6), toys, clothing, coats, shoes, etc.)  DSP, Troop 5, (3 families, bikes, toys, 

coats, clothing and Christmas cookies), and United Way (1 Family, 2 Bikes). 

 

January 8, 2018 - Coordinated a Mobile Pantry (Food Bank of DE) with Coverdale Crossroads 

Community Council, served 40 families.   

 

JAHU received a $600.00 from Walmart and $1,750.00 from Sussex County Human Service grant 

for a storage shed.  

 

Evelyn Wilson facilitated “Overview of Board Governance for Civic Organizations” at First State 

Community Action Agency; 20 attendees. 

 

Made call to Sussex County Constable’s office in reference to (3) properties (Coverdale 

Crossroads) with old furniture recently pile up in backyard; Constable responded within 2 days. 

 

Contact information: evemayto6@aol.com/302-519-5429 
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DIVISION SOCIAL SERVICES CENTER 

 

Jamie Daniels reported the following: 

 

 They have satellite office M-F near Burton Village. 

 Sussex County Health Coalition will be holding Lunch & Learn at Division of Public 

Health. 

 Assisted 15 needy families for Christmas. 

 Working with homeless families and assisting them with a place to stay.  All families work 

with the social worker to help move them to self-sufficiency progress depends on the 

families. 

 Furnace program is still up and running. 

 400lbs. of food donated.  

  

DEPARTMENT SOCIAL SERVICES COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

 

Dupree Johnson reported the following: 

 

DELAWARE STATE POLICE 

 

Cpl./2 Juanita Huey-Smith reported the following: 

 

November-Code Purple coat and blanket drive held by Troop 5 was huge success, abundance of 

items collected. 

 

Four turkeys donated to Coverdale community members for thanksgiving (families were those of 

youth partnered with Just a Hand up Community navigator). 

 

Conducted a Nextdoor.com/neighborhood watch/personal safety training at First State Community 

Action Agency with partnership of Michelle Johnson, about 20 in attendance, information was 

well received by group. 

 

December- Troop 5 sponsored multiple families in western Sussex, youth at Murphey School and 

a Kent County fire victim  with Christmas gifts. 

 

On behalf of Captain Brumbley and all of Troop 5, we welcome Ms. Mary Johnson of Division of 

Public Health as our newly inducted 2018 Honorary Troop Commander.  The  Induction Ceremony 

was held on January 24, 2018, they are  looking forward to a great partnership this year. 

 

Cpl. Michael Trestka reported the following: 

 

He was happy to be back with the group.  He had been out on light duty.  He is ready to get back 

to working in the communities.   
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STEPPING UP TO SUCCESS 

 

Clarence Patterson reported the following: 

 

Program components:  

•  Employability and life skills classroom-based training.  

•  Interactive workshops conducted by Student Enrichment Coordinators (SECs) and guest  

   Lecturers at Delaware Technical Community College’s Owens Campus.  

•  Job shadowing on campus.  

•  Paid work experience with local employers.  

•  Competitive - must be recommended by SEC.  

•  Scheduled OJT after successful completion of employability/life skills training.  

•  Ongoing employability/life skills and GED® tutoring labs open until one outcome from  

   Categories I and II (listed to the right) are completed.  

•  Intensive job search assistance and follow-up . 

•  Funding provided by the Delaware Workforce Development Board/Department of Labor  

   Employment Training and is an Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. Auxiliary aids and 

   services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 

 

SOUTH EAST RURAL COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE PROJECT (SERCAP) 

 

Jean Holloway State Manager for Delaware and Eastern Maryland reported the following: 

 

 SERCAP is a 7-state regional non-profit serving states from Delaware to Florida. 

 SERCAP’s mission is “to improve the quality of life for low income individuals by 

promoting affordable water and wastewater facilities, community development, 

environmental health and economic self-sufficiency.” 

 SERCAP has a wide range of services for both individuals and communities and 

community organizations. 

o Low interest home improvement loans. 

o Low interest loans to drive replacement wells. 

o Low interest loans and grants to replace septic systems. 

o Community and community association assistance with water and wastewater 

problems. 

o Community training including Board member training and assistance with planning 

and by-laws. 

 SERCAP has worked with Ellendale and the Ellendale Civic and Community.  
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DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

 

Mary Johnson wanted the following info given to communities: 

 

Ms. Johnson is available to provide a free six-week Diabetes Self-Management Program for 

individuals, caregivers, family members who are dealing with diabetes.   At least ten (10) people 

are needed to conduct the classes.  The workshops are interactive and covers the following:  What 

is Diabetes, Healthy Eating, Action Plans, Preventing Low Blood Sugar, Preventing or Delaying 

Complications and much more. 

 

She will be providing a 30-minute presentation on Community Health: Hope and Opportunity 

Social Determinants and Health Equity program. 

 

Ms. Johnson will be providing a 6 week workshop on Diabetes Self-Management Program at First 

State Community Action Agency every Tuesday starting 4/17, 4/4, 5/1, 5/8, 5/15, 5/22 from 

9:30am to 12pm.  Please call to register or for more information visit our website at 

http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/dpc/diabetesselfmgt.html 

If anyone is interested in any presentations, the Health Equity Presentation or the Diabetes Self-

Management Program, please call her at 302-515-3251. 

 

Programs Provided for Presentation 

 

 A Guide to Health Equity  One-on-One Counseling 

 Bullying  Personal Hygiene 

 Chronic Disease Self-Management  Poison Prevention 

 Community Engagement Team *  Public Health Services Overview 

 Contraception (birth control)  Relationships 

 Dental  Respect 

 Diabetes Overview  Self-Esteem 

 Heart Health  STDS/STIs 

 Hepatitis C  Social Determinates of Health 

 HIV/AIDS  Suicide Prevention 

 Diabetes Self-Management 

 Active Living 

 Root Cause Analysis 

 

 Teen Pregnancy Prevention 

 Tobacco 

 

*Community Engagement Team (CET) Role in Health Promotion, Training and Community 

Engagement. 

 

Contact her  for additional information or to schedule presentation for your group/event.  Also, I 

have free literature available for distribution. 

 

http://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/dpc/diabetesselfmgt.html
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Abigail R. Jones Nutritionist II reported the following: 

 

She is the Public Health Nutritionist for both Sussex and Kent County under Delaware Health and 

Social Services Division. Ms. Jones wanted to let all members be aware she is available for classes, 

community events, as well as home visits for nutrition education and counseling.  Ms. Jones is 

excited to collaborate with the amazing communities! 

 

LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION OF DELAWARE 

 

Victoria Hoffman reported the following: 

 

Legal services provided for income-eligible residents of Delaware in the areas of bankruptcy, 

consumer problems, such as repossessions and debt collection activities, housing problems, such 

as eviction, foreclosure, unsafe conditions and unemployment benefit problems.    

 

DELAWARE TECHNICAL COMMUNITY COLLLEGE 

 

Malinda Hudson reported the following: 

 

DE Tech, class was present for the last meeting was the Introduction to Human Services course. 

These students are new the human services program and this course assists them in acclimating 

the helping field. Students are required to complete 10 hours of volunteer time for each core 

program course. Ms. Hudson asked the various agencies present that if they had the opportunity 

for students to perform a few volunteer hours, to please contact me. Also, if any of the agencies 

present were interested in hosting human services intern, to also contact me with that. We're 

endeavoring to immerse students into the helping industry to assist them with narrowing down a 

population or service they're passionate about working with. Again, if there's anyone interested in 

hosting interns, please share my contact information and thank you! The students really enjoyed 

being with the group and receiving the information as well.  

 

AUTISM OF DELAWARE  

 

Brian Hall reported the following: 

 

Autism of Delaware’s commitment is to serve families impacted by the  Autism Spectrum 

Disorders.  They provide bi-lingual support from diagnosis through adulthood on issues that 

include education, health, employment, and related areas that impact a family’s functioning. For 

additional information please refer to Autism Delaware’s website, Autismdelaware.org for a list 

of happenings within the state that are autism friendly. In addition to family navigation services, 

they have  provided some small group services and offer Facebook Live trainings for families. 
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April is Autism Awareness month, they encourage individuals, families and businesses to develop 

teams and participate in advocacy and awareness events.  Please refer to their website for ways 

that you can make a difference in lives of your community members. 

 

JEFFERSON AWARDS 

 

Mallory Stratton reported the following: 

 

They are still collecting donations and having outstanding awards.  The 4th Annual Mid-Winter 

conference will be held on Saturday, February 3, 2018, at the Seaford High School.  

 

Woodbridge and Seaford Middle have just started to participate with the Jefferson Awards  

Students In Action program.  There are 18 schools that participate in the program year round. 

 

WSFS BANK 

 

Tiffany Miller reported the following: 

 

Their office is located in Seaford, DE.  She discussed The Home Improvement Loan Program with 

the members of the group.  The loan is a 4.99% with a credit score of 580 an individual can be 

improved for funds for home improvement.  For more information, please call her at (302) 360-

0440. 

 

STATE OF DELAWARE 

 

Diaz Bonville reported the following: 

 

He was representing Senator Lisa Blunt Rochester’s Office.  He came to the meeting to introduce 

himself to the group and learn more about what the communities are facing in Sussex County.   Mr. 

Bonville encouraged the group to reach out to them with any concerns. 

 

WESTSIDE FAMILY HALTHCARE 

 

Stephanie Cantres, Community Navigator reported the following: 

 

Westside Family Healthcare has Navigators all year round helping any consumer with a Special 

Enrollment Period due to a life changing event.  The phone numbers are Kent & Sussex Counties 

302-678-2205 and New Castle County 302-472-8655 or via E-mail: 

enrollment@westsidehealth.org 

 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES 

 

Donna Grygo, case manager for R.I.S.E reported the following: 

mailto:enrollment@westsidehealth.org
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This was her first meeting with Sussex County Initiative (SCI). She explained what the agency 

provides: employment training, Find ESL locations and any other issues they may be faced with. 

A big obstacle is the language barrier. Many of the Sussex County clients are Haitian. She look 

forward to the next meeting and becoming more familiar with all the things offered to the 

communities of Sussex County. 

 

TUNNEL CANCER CENTER 

 

Debbie Campbell reported the following: 

 

The Tunnell Cancer Center’s Outreach program promotes prevention and early detection cancer 

screening for breast, cervical, prostate, colon, and lung cancers through education at various 

community opportunities including health fairs, and organizational education events.  

 

Beebe Healthcare is holding an annual Health Fair at the Atlantic Sands Hotel in Rehoboth this 

Saturday, February 10th from 9-3.  There will be free health screenings, speakers on a variety of 

health topics of interest, many Beebe departments and other community vendors with information 

on helpful resources.  Giveaways and free food for all attending.   

 

In 2018, the Tunnell Center is planning an annual skin cancer screening in May, a men’s health 

event in September and a women’s health event in October.  All Beebe activities are free of charge.  

We will be participating in many other activities throughout the year as well and details will be 

provided when available.  We would especially like to attend special events in areas and 

communities that have not hosted a health event with us before Dagsboro, Selbyville, Frankford.   

 

March is Colon cancer awareness month and employees and Beebe doctors’ groups will be 

promoting colon cancer awareness and the importance of early detection screening. Outreach 

efforts continue and we are available for presentations for small and large groups.  The Cancer 

Screening Nurse Navigator is available to assist all Sussex County residents in getting all cancer 

screening tests completed, regardless of insurance status.  This assistance is without cost, and 

various resources can be made available thru the Navigator.  Please contact Debbie Campbell RN, 

MSN at 645-3169 for more details.  

 

FIRST STATE COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY   

 

Community Dinners are every 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month from 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. at 

First State in our BME Community Training & Resource Center, the cost is $1.00.  For more 

information, please call Mary Ann Morris 302-856-7761 ext.139. 

 

The H.E.L.P Department is now working with the State Service Centers from New Castle to 

Sussex County helping clients with needed service and maintenance on their furnace or a total 

furnace replacement.  The clients can contact their local State Service Center for information on 
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program requirements or to schedule an appointment, please call Sharon McPhatter at 302-856-

7761 ext. 273. 

 

Heating Repair & Replacement has begun.  If there are any questions, please contact Crystal 

Ruiz at 302-856-7761 x 109 or Alba Amaya-Franco at 302-856-7761 ext. 272. 

 

Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) program will began in January 2018 to April 2018 tax 

preparation will be held at First State Community Action Agency in our Bernice Edwards 

Community Training and Resource Center.  The doors are open daily from Monday to Friday from 

9am to 6pm.   

  

The next Sussex County Strong Community Initiative (SCI) meeting 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 

First State Community Action Agency 

308 North Railroad Avenue 

Georgetown, DE 19947 

302-856-7761 

   10:00 a.m. 


